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“Wish I'd Said That!” 
A Compendium of 129 “Notable Quotables” 

1) "Buddha left a road map. Jesus left a road map. Krishna left a road map. Rand 

McNally left a road map. But you still have to travel the road yourself." - Stephen 

Levine 

2) "Look at a stone cutter hammering away at his rock, perhaps a hundred times 

without as much as a crack showing in it. Yet at the hundred-and-first blow it will 

split in two, and I know it was not the last blow that did it, but all that had gone 

before." - Jacob A. Riis  

3) "Action springs not from thought, but from a readiness for responsibility." - Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer 

4) "The art of being wise is the art of knowing what to overlook." - William James 

5) "Put it before them briefly so they will read it, clearly so they will appreciate it, 

picturesquely so they will remember it and, above all, accurately so they will be 

guided by its light." - Joseph Pulitzer 

6) "The finest eloquence is that which gets things done." - David Lloyd George 

7) "Natural talent, intelligence, a wonderful education - none of these guarantees 

success. Something else is needed: the sensitivity to understand what other people 

want and the willingness to give it to them." - John Luther 

8) "Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm." 

- Winston Churchill 

9) "Opportunity dances with those who are already on the dance floor." - H. Jackson 

Brown, Jr. 

10) "If at first you don't succeed, you are running about average." - M.H. Alderson 

11) "Great works are performed not by strength but by perseverance." -Samuel Johnson 

12) "The notes I handle no better than many pianists. But the pauses between the notes 

- ah, that is where the art resides." -Arthur Schnabel 

13) "Does anyone have any questions for my answers?" -Henry Kissinger (at the opening 

of a press conference) 

14) "The secret of your future is hidden in your daily routine." -Mike Murdock 
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15) "We cannot become what we need to be, remaining what we are." -Max Depree 

16) "Action may not always bring happiness; but there is no happiness without action." -

Benjamin Disraeli 

17) "Some cause happiness wherever they go; others whenever they go." -Oscar Wilde 

18) "The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort, but 

where he stands at times of challenge and controversy." -Martin Luther King, Jr.  

19) "We call that person who has lost his father, an orphan; and a widower that man 

who has lost his wife. But that man who has known the immense unhappiness of 

losing a friend, by what name do we call him? Here every language is silent and 

holds its peace in impotence."  -Joseph Roux 

20) "It's what you learn after you know it all that counts."  -John Wooden 

21) "The real problem is what to do with the problem-solvers after the problems are 

solved." -Gay Talese 

22) "To the man who only has a hammer in the toolkit, every problem looks like a nail." -

Abraham Maslow 

23) "Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be 

counted." -Albert Einstein 

24) "Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined." -

Henry David Thoreau 

25) "The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas." -Linus Pauling 

26) "The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure and the intelligent are 

full of doubt." -Bertrand Russell 

27) "The indispensable first step to getting the things you want out of life is this: decide 

what you want." -Ben Stein 

28) "Of all the liars in the world, sometimes the worst are your own fears." -Rudyard 

Kipling 

29) "If fate throws a knife at you, there are two ways of catching it - by the blade, or by 

the handle." -Oriental Proverb 

30) "The people who get on in this world are the people who get up and look for the 

circumstances they want, and, if they can't find them, make them." -George Bernard 

Shaw 

31) "The fearless are merely fearless. People who act in spite of their fear are truly 

brave." -James A. LaFond-Lewis 

32) "I may not have gone where I intended to go, but I think I have ended up where I 

intended to be." -Douglas Adams 

33) "Sour, sweet, bitter, pungent, all must be tasted." -Chinese Proverb 

34) "Happy people plan actions, they don't plan results." -Dennis Waitely 
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35) "The second assault on the same problem should come from a totally different 

direction." -Tom Hirschfield 

36) "If your mind isn't clouded by unnecessary things, this is the best season of your 

life." -Wu-Men 

37) "What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies 

within us." -Oliver Wendell Holmes 

38) "Eighty percent of life is showing up." -Woody Allen 

39) "Success is never final and failure never fatal. Its courage that counts." - George F. 

Tiltonood  

40) "There are two ways of spreading light; to be the candle or the mirror that reflects 

is." -Edith Wharton 

41) "You may have a fresh start any moment you choose, for this thing that we call 

'failure' is not the falling down, but the staying down." -Mary Pickford  

42) "There is the risk you cannot afford to take, and there is the risk you cannot afford 

not to take," - Peter Drucker 

43) "Real development is not leaving things behind, as a on a road, but drawing life from 

them, as from a root." - G.K. Chesterton 

44) "Having a good time is the most neglected aspect of good health." - Julia Child 

45) "If in the last few years you haven't discarded a major opinion or acquired a new 

one, check your pulse. You may be dead." -Gelett Burgess. 

46) "Only in growth, reform and change, paradoxically enough, is true security to be 

found." - Anne Morrow Lindbergh  

47) "The happiest people seem to be those who have no particular reason for being 

happy except that they are so." -W.R. Inge 

48) "Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off the goal." - 

Hannah More 

49) "Success is the ability to move from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm." -

Winston Churchill 

50) "If you ain't living it, it won't come out of your horn." -Charlie Parker  

51) "Do a little more each day than you think you can."- Lowell Thomas  

52) "A good plan right now is far better than a perfect plan… next week." -George S. 

Patton 

53) "Our attitudes control our lives. Attitudes are a secret power working 24 hours a 

day, for good or bad. It is of paramount importance that we know how to harness 

and control this great force." -Tom Blandi  

54) I not only use all the brains I have, but all I can borrow." -Woodrow Wilson 

55) "If not you, who? If not now, when?" -Abraham Maslow 
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56) "Great ability develops and reveals itself increasingly with every new assignment." -

Baltasar Gracion  

57) "Do what you fear most and you control fear." -Tom Hopkins  

58) "I think the one lesson I have learned is that there is no substitute for paying 

attention." -Diane Sawyer 

59) "In the depths of winter I finally learned there was in me an invincible summer." -

Albert Camus 

60) "Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go." -

T.S. Eliot 

61) "Life can only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards." -Soren 

Kierkegaard 

62) "One ship drives east and the other drives west by the same winds that blow. It's the 

set of the sails and not the gales that determines the way they go." -Ella Wheeler 

Wilcox 

63) "Learn to pause.... or nothing worthwhile will catch up to you." -Doug King  

64) The most important thing about goals is having one." -Geoffry F. Abert 

65) "Experience is not what happens to you. It's what you do with what happens to 

you." -Aldous Huxley 

66) "The moment you quit holding back, all sorts of unforeseen incidents, meetings and 

material assistance will rise up to help you." -Napoleon Hill 

67) "The successful person has the habit of doing the things failures don't like to do. 

They don't like doing them either necessarily. But their disliking is subordinated to 

the strength of their purpose." -E.M. Gray 

68) "People with goals succeed because they know where they are going... It's as simple 

as that." -Earl Nightingale  

69) "In the end, we do battle only with ourselves. Once we understand this and focus 

our energy on what we can do to control our lives... we begin to gain important 

insights into how life works." - J. Stanley Judd  

70) "Great ideas need landing gear as well as wings." -C.O. Jackson 

71) "Often our concepts of who we should be actively interfere with our being who we 

are."  -Ann Wilson Scharff  

72) "Dream as if you'll live forever; Live as if you'll die today." -James Dean  

73) "The challenge is to be yourself in a world that is trying to make you like everyone 

else." -Renee Locks  

74) "Things that matter most must never be at the mercy of things that matter least." -

Goethe 

75) "There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The 

other is as though everything is a miracle." -Albert Einstein 
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76) "Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If you love 

what you are doing, you will be successful." -Albert Schweitzer 

77) "You may have a fresh start any moment you choose, for this thing that we call 

"failure" is not the falling down, but the staying down." -Mary Pickford 

78) "I've always made a total effort, even when the odds seemed entirely against me. I 

never quit trying; I never felt that I didn't have a chance to win." -Arnold Palmer  

79) "All who have accomplished great things have had a great aim have fixed their gaze 

on a goal which was high, one which sometimes seemed impossible." -Orison Swett 

Marden 

80) "From what we get, we can make a living; what we give, however, makes a life." -

Arthur Ashe 

81) "Maintaining a complicated life is a great way to avoid changing it." -Elaine St. James  

82) "The dictionary is the only place that success comes before work." -Arthur Brisbane 

83) "It's always fun to do the impossible." -Walt Disney 

84) "The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you have to put up with the rain" -Dolly 

Parton  

85) "Once we believe in ourselves, we can risk curiosity, wonder, spontaneous delight, 

or any experience that reveals the human spirit." -e.e. Cummings  

86) "You've got to get to the stage in life where going for it is more important than 

winning or losing." -Arthur Ashe 

87) "The secret to getting ahead is getting started. The secret of getting started is 

breaking your complex overwhelming tasks into small manageable tasks and then 

starting the first one." -Mark Twain  

88) "There is no scarcity of opportunity to make a living at what you love to do, there is 

only scarcity of resolve to make it happen." -Wayne Dyer  

89) "If you want to be respected by others, the great thing is to respect yourself. Only by 

that, only by self-respect will you compel others to respect you." -Fyodor 

Dostoyevsky 

90) "Much of the stress that people feel doesn't come from having too much to do. It 

comes from not finishing what they've started."  -David Allen  

91) "The real voyage of discovery consists not in making new landscapes but in having 

new eyes." -Marcel Proust  

92) "Always bear in mind, that your own resolution to succeed is more important than 

any other thing." -Abraham Lincoln  

93) "You become what you think about." -Earl Nightingale  

94) "Treat your friends as you do your pictures, and place them in their best light."  -

Jennie Jerome Churchill  
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95) "My experience has shown me that the people who are exceptionally good in 

business aren't so because of what they know but because of their insatiable need 

to know more."  -Michael Gerber  

96) "You may not realize it when it happens, but at kick in the teeth may be the best 

thing in the world for you." -Walt Disney 

97) "I know quite certain that I myself have no special talent; curiosity, obsession and 

dogged endurance, combined with self-criticism have brought me to my ideas." -

Albert Einstein 

98) "My great concern is not whether you have failed, but whether you are content with 

your failure." -Abraham Lincoln 

99) "You must first be who you really are, then do what you need to do in order to have 

what you want." -Margaret Young 

100) "Dreams come true; without that possibility, nature would not incite us to have 

them." -John Updike  

101) "It's not what you are that holds you back; it's what you think you are not." -Denis 

Waitley 

102) "When you're faced with a decision, always choose the bolder option." -Simon 

Walker 

103) "All glory comes from daring to begin." -William Shakespeare 

104) "Leadership is an army you have to enlist in. You can't get drafted into leadership. 

You can get drafted into management." -Rayona Sharpnack 

105) "Ideas can come from anywhere, but the best ideas come from the edge." -Kevin 

Roberts 

106) "We all carry around someone else who's bursting to get out of us." -Angus Young 

107) "Do the right thing -- it will gratify some people and astonish the rest." -Mark Twain 

108) "Whether you think you can or you can't - you're right!" -Henry Ford 

109) "We must accept finite disappointment, but we must never lose infinite hope." -

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

110) "If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, change your attitude." -

Maya Angelou 

111) "I am always doing things I can't do, that's how I get to do them." -Pablo Picasso  

112) "The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity." -Dorothy Parker 

113) "Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a 

trail." -Ralph Waldo Emerson 

114) "As a final incentive before giving up a difficult task, try to imagine it successfully 

accomplished by someone you violently dislike." -K. Zenios  

115) "Every really new idea looks crazy at first." -Abraham H. Maslow 
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116) "The price of excellence is discipline. The cost of mediocrity is disappointment." -

William A. Ward  

117) "One must have chaos in oneself in order to give birth to a dancing star." -Frederich 

Nietzsche 

118) "You can't wait for inspiration. You have to go after it with a club." -Jack London 

119) "The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now." -

Chinese Proverb 

120) "Being challenged in life is inevitable, being defeated is optional." -Roger Crawford 

121) "Nothing is particularly hard if you divide it into small jobs" -Henry Ford 

122) "You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which you really 

stop to look fear in the face." -Eleanor Roosevelt 

123) "Winners are those people who make a habit of doing the things losers are 

uncomfortable doing." -Ed Foreman 

124) "We tend to get what we expect." -Norman Vincent Peale 

125) "We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act but a habit." -

Aristotle 

126) "When you get right down to the root of the meaning of the word "succeed," you 

find that it simply means to follow through." -F. W. Nichol 

127) "Happiness is essentially a state of going somewhere, wholeheartedly, one-

directionally, without regret or reservation." -William H. Sheldon 

128) Creative ideas reside in people's minds but are trapped by fear or rejection. Create a 

judgment-free environment and you'll unleash a torrent of creativity." -Alex Osborn 

129) "Let us follow our destiny, ebb and flow. Whatever may happen, we master fortune 

by accepting it." –Virgil 
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About Barry Zweibel, MBA | Master Certified Coach 

Barry Zweibel, President | Master Certified Coach, runs LeadershipTraction and its 

parent company, GottaGettaCoach!, Inc. 

A former executive and corporate officer in the high-tech world, 

adjunct instructor at Northwestern University, and many a boss’ 

go-to person, Barry Zweibel honed his leadership skills in the 

real world of mission-critical operations. Whether presenting in 

the boardroom, managing the crisis of an untimely systems 

outage, or casually chatting over a cup of coffee, he proved himself to be a caring, 

capable, professional known for insuring consistently excellent results.  

Since 2000, he’s been using these skills, along with his extensive coach training and 

learning library, to accelerate clients’ executive presence, leadership effectiveness, how 

they work up, down, and across the organization, and their strategic thinking. 

BARRY ZWEIBEL’S SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE 

 

Barry is considered by many to be a subject matter expert on a variety of personal and 

professional development topics.  His own articles on leadership, conflict management, 

career planning, and coaching have been widely published, and several authors have 

cited Barry’s work and influence in their own writings about leadership, professional 

development, sales, and coaching. 

Beyond that, Barry Zweibel has the uncanny ability to help executives get better traction 

with their most nagging concerns. Seasoned executives, managers-of-managers, first 

line supervisors, and high-potential employees, alike, seek his fully-customized and 

confidential, 1-on-1, coaching and mentoring services. 

His warmth, humor, and good nature also benefit those looking to improve their 

confidence, creativity, charisma and work/life balance, as well. 

http://www.leadershiptraction.com/
http://www.ggci.com/
http://leadershiptraction.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/sme.png
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About LeadershipTraction  

Many, if not most leaders, regardless of expertise or tenure, are likely proficient in at least one 

of the Foundational Directions of Effective Leadership: 

1. Managing DOWN - with direct reports, other company functionaries, and support staff 

directly or indirectly affiliated with you and your organization (the most consistently THOUGHT-

OF direction in which to lead) 

2. Managing UP - with bosses, more senior executives, board members, company stakeholders 

and influencers (the most consistently UNDER-UTILIZED direction in which to lead) 

3. Managing ACROSS - with peers, vendor contacts, customers, and other industry 

professionals you consider colleagues (the most consistently DISCOUNTED direction in which to 

lead) 

But to be truly successful, leaders must master all three of these leadership directions, plus a 

critical, game-changing, fourth: 

4. Managing WITHIN - your public and private thoughts, beliefs, and attitudes and how they 

affect the choices you make and behaviors you engage in (the most consistently CHALLENGING 

direction in which to lead) 

LeadershipTraction uses this, and other real-world concepts and practices, to help clients 

accelerate their professional (and personal) development. So whatever aspect of 

one’s Executive Intelligence a leader wants to focus on: 

 The Accomplishment Of Tasks 
 Working With And Through Other People 
 Accurately Judging Yourself And Adapting Your Behaviors Accordingly 

LeadershipTraction can help. 

The MISSION of LeadershipTraction 

 LeadershipTraction was founded in 2011, as a division of GottaGettaCoach!, Inc. (which 

I founded on July 4, 2000 – Independence Day!) for the purposes of accelerating the 

professional development of seasoned executives , mid-level managers, and newer and 

aspiring leaders. Because even the smartest, most capable, people sometimes get stuck 

or stymied. 

http://leadershiptraction.com/executive-intelligence/
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The VISION OF LeadershipTraction  

 LeadershipTraction helps executives, managers-of-managers, and high-

potential/emerging leaders achieve 3-5 years of personal and professional growth in a 

fraction of the time by helping them refocus their confidence, competence, and drive, 

so that they can move meaningfully forward with more energy and enthusiasm and 

purpose. 

The CORE VALUES of LeadershipTraction  

 Adhere to the highest of Ethical Standards at all times 
 Have a bias toward Making a Meaningful Difference 
 Coach as Powerfully, and Masterfully, as possible 
 Challenge, Support, Respect, and Regard 
 Seek, Learn, Grow, Share 

About the LeadershipTraction Logo 

Look at the image from above (as if you were looking down at it from atop a 

building) and you can see two people, arms up at shoulder height, pushing 

against each other – not angrily, but in an energizing, engaging, and 

supportive way. 

The single big dot in the middle represents those two people (coach and 

client) “putting their heads together” – literally and figuratively – in a collaborative, unified, way 

in service of their professional development. 

As with progressive resistance training, where the “push back” is increased as your muscles gain 

strength and endurance – and akin to “iron sharpens iron,” but without all the loud hammering 

and sparks flying every which way –LeadershipTraction, and Barry Zweibel’s style of coaching, 

in particular, is relevant, resonant, memorable, and extremely helpful. 

Learn more about the Rapid Return on Investment that Barry routinely provides to his 

clients  from the very first conversation and what clients have to say about working 

with LeadershipTraction. 

http://leadershiptraction.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/icon.png
http://www.leadershiptraction.com/roi/
http://www.leadershiptraction.com/endorsements/

